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SENIORS HOUSING — FUTURE DIRECTIONS PAPER 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house that my good 
colleague the Minister for Seniors and Ageing and I formally announced the McGowan government’s “Ageing with 
Choice: Future directions for seniors housing, 2019–2024” paper. As you are aware, Mr Speaker, the proportion 
of Western Australia’s ageing population is rising; in fact, research indicates that the number of people aged over 
65 years living in WA will hit the half a million mark by 2026. This is a challenging situation when we consider 
the long-term housing needs of this demographic, particularly those on low to moderate incomes. We know that 
people’s housing needs change with age. With more people living longer, many will require a greater level of care 
and support. Although housing affordability affects everyone, older people can be especially affected due to their 
reduced earning and borrowing capacity and their specific housing needs. There has long been a need to address 
this issue, and I am pleased to say that the McGowan government has risen to the challenge. Led by the Department 
of Communities, “Ageing with Choice” was developed after extensive consultation with older people, all levels of 
government, industry and the community sector. This consultation resulted in the conclusion—not unexpected—that 
everyone ages differently and that housing needs are driven by changes in health, financial or family circumstances 
rather than numerical age. 
“Ageing with Choice” provides a framework and sets the direction for government, industry and the community 
sector to help older Western Australians, especially those I mentioned earlier on low to moderate incomes, to 
access affordable, manageable and stable homes in their community of choice. It focuses a collective effort across 
government on an integrated approach to housing and service responses for older people while also building rich, 
diverse, age-friendly communities designed to reduce social isolation and keep people connected to transport, 
services and their community. I encourage all members to read this document that I now table, which has been 
warmly received by the seniors and aged service provider sector, and support its vision and intent to help our aged 
people live with greater security and dignity. 
[See paper 3027.] 
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